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On September 6, 1781, Connecticut native Benedict Arnold and a force of 1,600 British soldiers and

loyalists took Fort Griswold and burnt New London to the ground. The brutality of the invasion

galvanized the new nation, and "Remember New London!" would become a rallying cry for troops

under General Lafayette. In Homegrown Terror, Eric D. Lehman chronicles the events leading up to

the attack and highlights this key transformation in Arnold--the point where he went from betraying

his comrades to massacring his neighbors and destroying their homes. This defining incident

forever marked him as a symbol of evil, turning an antiheroic story about weakness of character and

missed opportunity into one about the nature of treachery itself. Homegrown Terror draws upon a

variety of perspectives, from the traitor himself to his former comrades like Jonathan Trumbull and

Silas Deane, to the murdered Colonel Ledyard. Rethinking Benedict Arnold through the lens of this

terrible episode, Lehman sheds light on the ethics of the dawning nation, and the way colonial

America responded to betrayal and terror. Finalist in both Historical Nonfiction and Regional

Nonfiction for the 2016Â Next Generation Indie Book Awards.
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Lehman's historical narrative is an excellent retelling of this horrific and often overlooked part of the

Revolutionary War. The discussion of Arnold's treason and subsequent massacre is superb and

historically documented, while also being fun to read. His narrative style is excellent and I couldn't

put it down. As an ancestor of the Averys who fought and died at the Battle of Groton Heights,



including my 7th great-grandfather Lieutenant Ebenezer Avery who was killed, I am thankful for this

addition to the historical record.

A wonderfully informative slice of history. I highly recommend Eric Lehman's book, Homegrown

Terror: Benedict Arnold and the Burning of New London, for a fascinating portrayal of Connecticut

during the American Revolution. This book should be used in classrooms to teach students about

this era, and specifically the events that led to Arnold turning traitor. An exceptional account of the

life of Benedict Arnold and other historic characters such as Jonathan Trumbull, Nathan Hale and

Silas Deane, to name just a few.

We all know Benedict Arnold as a traitor but we know so little of why he did it and what he was like

before. Lehman writes a compelling story that you will not want to put down that fills in some of the

empty spaces in our knowledge.

Met the Author last evening at a Book Signing. He gave a 45 minute power point talk, on his book,

and it was quite impressive. I had brought my book, to our local Library, and he signed it for me. It

was a well spent evening and I would suggest, that anyone who is interested in the Revolutionary

War, purchase this wonderful book. HUZZAH!

I thought I knew a lot about Benedict Arnold. I did not realize the extent of what he did after his

betrayal. A little bit biased at times, which is about my only minor complaint. The author seemed to

go out of his way a couple times to indicate that the colonial troops were always well-behaved and

committed no atrocities, when we know that was not the case. Other than that, this was a

thought-provoking book, and it really made me feel George Washington's sense of betrayal and

bewilderment when he learned what happened here. This book is not a biography of Arnold, if that

is what you are looking for, although the author did a nice job of filling in some of the key

biographical information when needed. The book also gives you a sense of the incompetency of

some in Congress and in colonial government, including Thomas Jefferson.

If anyone thinks the current times are cruel than I would suggest they read this well written book.

Two hundred years ago + many of the same feelings were taking place. Humans are humans. I

guess they don't change ? Very easy book to read about history.



Riveting and elucidating narrative. Most revolutionary histories focus on Boston, Philadelphia, and

Virginia - I'm a bit embarrassed to say that I didn't fully realize that so much revolutionary history

took place in Connecticut until I read this book. That said, the book's scope is not narrow

geographically or in any other sense and will surely be of great interest to anyone interested in the

American Revolution or the balance of motivations that characterize all of history. The siege of New

London and the slaughter on Groton Heights at the hand of Arnold's forces are heartbreaking, as is,

in a different way, the rebuffing of Arnold in London by his former Connecticut comrade Silas Dean

after the war. Compelling and insightful work.

When it comes to recounting historical events -- and describing characters -- in compelling and vivid

ways, Lehman delivers a story deserving of the movie treatment. Definitely a great subject, tackled

with skill and made to come alive in the telling. Bravo!
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